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Chapter One: Introduction to Biblical Music Theory

“Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy law; yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart.”--
Psalms 119:34. 

Understanding Music Theory is like anything else in the Christian life. The purpose is to glorify God 

in all that you do. “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou 

hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.”--Revelation 4:11. We 

were created for HIS pleasure. Our great purpose as believers is to glorify God in everything. This of 

course, is a lifelong process. Salvation is immediate and final, but sanctification is ongoing and will 

last you your entire life. The reason for this book is to help you with one of those things.  One of the 

things we are supposed to do as believers is glorify God with the music that we listen to. 

It is strange to me that Christians today believe that they can have victory in every area of life, but the 

one area that they do not truly repent of is their music. Christians today think that they can listen to 

anything they want and God is fine with it. Music theory in the Bible is meant to get you to understand

that there is a right way and a wrong way to write and sing music. It is meant to show how to identify 

what good music is to God, and how to please God in your music. By God’s grace, you should be able 

to:

➔ IDENTIFY WELL WRITTEN MUSIC THAT HONORS GOD

➔ HOW TO PLEASE GOD IN HOW YOU SING AND PLAY MUSIC

➔ UNDERSTAND THE BIBLICAL HISTORY OF MUSIC AND  INSTRUMENTS

THE PURPOSE FOR MUSIC:

What is the purpose for music? Why did God create it? The answer to those questions is simple. Music

is meant to primarily glorify and worship God. There is a secondary and a tertiary purpose as well. The

secondary purpose is to minister to the saints of God in such a way that it lifts their spirits and helps 

them to find hope. The third purpose is to evangelize the lost by preaching the gospel. 

1. TO EXALT THE LORD

2. TO EDIFY THE SAINTS

3. TO EVANGELIZE THE LOST

These are the three purposes of Biblical music. If the music is written to evangelize the lost, then it 

must meet its primary purpose first, to glorify God. The problem with a lot of the evangelistic music 

today is that most of it does not take into account the primary goal to glorify the Lord. Hence, much of 

it today is worldly and does not meet God’s standards of righteousness. We are not to establish our 

own standards of music, but to meet God’s standards. God’s standards are as follows:
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1. HOLINESS (1 Peter 1:15-16; Psalms 29:2, 96:9; 2 Corinthians 7:1)

2. DOCTRINAL TRUTH (Ephesians 4:15; John 17:17; Titus 1:9; 2:1)

3. AFFECTS THE HEART, NOT THE FLESH (Galatians 6:7-8; 1 John 2:15-17; Romans 8:13)

4. TENDS TO LIFE, NOT DEATH (Proverbs 19:23; Proverbs 3:1-8; 8:35-36; Romans 8:6)

HOLINESS:

“But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it 

is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.”--1 Peter 1:15-16. 

The Bible tells us that holiness is supposed to be a way of life for us. We are to be holy in ALL manner

of conversation. Every area of our lives is supposed to be affected by the holiness of God. Everyone 

has areas of their lives that they still need to give over to God. Everyone has areas of their lives that 

are not very holy at all. I remember having been saved a short while and I had a great deal of baggage 

from my past life. You cannot live in sin your whole life and not have a worldly mindset. 

“Abstain from all appearance of evil. ¶And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I 

pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it. Brethren, pray for us.”--

1 Thessalonians 5:22-25. 

I remember having been saved for a few months and going to church with my music blasting. As I 

approached the church I would turn my music down so that the church people would not hear it. I did 

this for a few months and came to a conclusion. I thought to myself that if I had to do that every time I 

went to church, then perhaps my music did not please God. I was embarrassed to have others hear 

what I was listening to. That was the Holy Spirit of God grieving my soul about my music. Remember,

1 Thessalonians 5:24 says that He called me to sanctification, and HE would be the one to do it. 

Although I had never read the Bible, the Holy Spirit was teaching me and helping me. Over the course 

of that year I threw out all my old CD’s and started listening to church songs. God changed my heart 

the day I let my last CD go. 

“And I will give them an heart to know me, that I am the LORD: and they shall be my people, 

and I will be their God: for they shall return unto me with their whole heart.”--Jeremiah 24:7.

“Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and 

from all your idols, will I cleanse you. 26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I 

put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an 

heart of flesh.

27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep 

my judgments, and do them. 28 And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye 
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shall be my people, and I will be your God. 29 I will also save you from all your uncleannesses: 

and I will call for the corn, and will increase it, and lay no famine upon you.”--Ezekiel 36:25-29. 

The Holy Spirit will only lead you into doing things that are HOLY. Holiness glorifies God the Father. 

God did not give us an unclean spirit. He gave us His own Spirit, the Holy Spirit. Those who are saved

have a power within them that they did not have before. They have the very power of God residing in 

their hearts. That power is there to help keep us from committing acts of sin, even when we are 

tempted. A conscience will pronounce you guilty after you have sinned, but the Holy Spirit is grieved 

before you sin and during your sin. “And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed 

unto the day of redemption.”--Ephesians 4:30. The Holy Spirit is grieved when you are doing 

something unholy, when you are displeasing to God. Only a saved child of God can understand that. 

YOUR FIRST REACTION

Its is said that your first reaction to something is usually the right one. That first reaction is called 

YOUR BLUSH. You blush to do something you think violates your conscience or that goes against the

will of God. Only after committing the same sin over and over again do you lose your blush. You 

forget that it is wrong, or you simply become rebellious. “Were they ashamed when they had 

committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush: therefore 

shall they fall among them that fall: in the time of their visitation they shall be cast down, saith 

the LORD.”--Jeremiah 8:12. 

One of the problems with Israel was that they lost their first reaction. They lost their blush. They knew 

what was right and wrong with God, but they sinned anyway, and then they did it again and again until

it no longer bothered them. Such is the case in music. My first reaction to my music was the correct 

reaction. I was embarrassed at what I was listening to; I blushed. That blush provoked a response in 

me. Over the course of a whole year the Spirit of God was convicting my heart about my Heavy Metal,

Rap music, Alternative, and even my eighties music. The Holy Spirit of God caused me to throw all 

those CD’s in the trash and start listening to music that glorifies and honors God. 

Was this easy? Absolutely not! But I believe what has happened today is that there is a glorification of 

music and performers rather than a glorification of God. I reject the entire idea of having Christian 

concerts. Why? Because it comes from a worldly mindset. The world has trained us to believe that we 

need those concerts in order to have fun, so worldly Christians are living out their worldly lives 

through Christian rock or rap concerts. The music is still just as worldly as ever, only it is done in the 

name of Christ. There is a problem with that. How does that make anyone more holy? It does not at all.
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THE PROBLEMS WITH MUSIC

I believe we need to look at this subject from another point of view, and that is ADDICTIONS. Music 

is a powerful stronghold, an addiction. Feeding people Christian rock is like feeding them Christian 

beer, or Christian cigarettes. The entire concept is an oxymoron, yet we have blinded ourselves to this 

very obvious fact. Music is addicting to the flesh. In order to break an addiction, you must fast from it 

long enough so that your flesh no longer desires it. If you are going to help people break their 

addictions to anything else, you should make sure that you are not feeding their music addiction and 

calling it Christianity. “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord,

and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,”--2 Corinthians 6:17. 

TOUCH NOT THE UNCLEAN THING.

Rock and Roll, Rap music and any variants of them are all unclean things. They are not holy. They are 

born out of unbelieving hearts and tend toward death. “The fear of the LORD tendeth to life: and he

that hath it shall abide satisfied; he shall not be visited with evil.”--Proverbs 19:23. What you must

choose in your music is HOLINESS or UNCLEANNESS, LIFE or DEATH. You say, “Can music kill 

you?” Yes my friend, it can. If you place a radio in a greenhouse full of flowers and plants and blast 

heavy metal, the plants would wither and die. But if you play classical music, the plants actually grow 

better. Why? It is because all of nature can receive sound frequencies in different ways. Sound 

frequencies can either help life to grow and encourage it, or it can slowly kill it. 

Rock and Roll is straight out of the pits of Hell! If you research rock artists, they all wear Satanic 

symbols on their necks like the pentagram. They might have tattoos of satanic images on their bodies. 

They hold up their hands and give the sign for “praise the devil”. They give altar calls at their rock 

concerts so that kids can devote their lives to the Devil. Their music is designed to spread hatred, 

encourage free and open sexual sin, experiment with drugs, rebel against all authority, etc. Rap music 

has also destroyed the black culture in this way. The artists encourage violence, racial division, drug 

use, fornication and adultery, and every other sinful deed under the sun. These two kinds of music 

were spawned out of the pits of Hell and are very addicting to the flesh. “Her priests have violated 

my law, and have profaned mine holy things: they have put no difference between the holy and 

profane, neither have they shewed difference between the unclean and the clean, and have hid 

their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am profaned among them.”--Ezekiel 22:26. What has happened

today is the same thing that happened to the nation of Israel. The priests were violating God’s law by 

worshiping Him with a mixture of the holy and the profane vessels. They took that which was holy and

added profanity to it. This is exactly what has happened today in the Contemporary Christian 

movement. We are feeding the addictions of newly saved sinners by mixing in the profane rock and 

rap music with the holy words and worship of God. It sends mixed messages to the hearer. It is saying 

that we are supposed to be a holy people, but the music behind the words does not match up with the 

message being said. 
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GOING TO WAR

It is like an invading army gathers itself at the border of their neighboring country and denies that they 

are there for war. They say that they are there for peaceful purposes, yet what they are doing does not 

match up with what they are saying. 

“And Moses turned, and went down from the mount, and the two tables of the testimony were in

his hand: the tables were written on both their sides; on the one side and on the other were they 

written.

16 And the tables were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, graven upon 

the tables.

17 And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said unto Moses, There is 

a noise of war in the camp.

18 And he said, It is not the voice of them that shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of them 

that cry for being overcome: but the noise of them that sing do I hear.

19 And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf, and the 

dancing: and Moses' anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and brake them 

beneath the mount.

20 And he took the calf which they had made, and burnt it in the fire, and ground it to powder, 

and strawed it upon the water, and made the children of Israel drink of it.

21 ¶And Moses said unto Aaron, What did this people unto thee, that thou hast brought so great 

a sin upon them?

22 And Aaron said, Let not the anger of my lord wax hot: thou knowest the people, that they are 

set on mischief.

23 For they said unto me, Make us gods, which shall go before us: for as for this Moses, the man 

that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him.

24 And I said unto them, Whosoever hath any gold, let them break it off. So they gave it me: then

I cast it into the fire, and there came out this calf. 25 And when Moses saw that the people were 

naked; (for Aaron had made them naked unto their shame among their enemies:) 26 Then Moses

stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is on the LORD'S side? let him come unto me. And 

all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto him.”--Exodus 33:15-26.

What was Moses and Joshua’s FIRST REACTION to the music that the Children of Israel were 

playing? Their initial blush, their first reaction was that the music sounded like the kind of music you 

would hear in a WAR! The children of Israel were NAKED, PLAYING, and WORSHIPING using 

Rock Music. That is exactly what we are hearing today. We have a bunch of half naked so-called 

believers who are addicted to their old music, and they are playing, and worshiping that which they do 

not know what. Those who were on the Lord’s side had to repent of listening to their Rock music and 

obey God’s commands. The music they listened to brought them to sin and destruction, not to 

godliness and holiness. 
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Make no mistake about it. Music will either drive you to worship God, or it will drive you back into 

sin. There is a right music to listen to and a wrong music to listen to. Do not close your eyes to the 

truth because of your addictions to your old music. You need to COMPLETELY come out from it, to 

TOTALLY forsake it if you are to be ON THE LORD’S SIDE OF IT. 

ALL MUSIC IS SPIRITUAL IN NATURE:

All music carries with it the ability to affect your spirit. Remember, your heart and spirit are 

connected. That which moves your heart moves your spirit. They are hand in hand (Psalms 34:18; 

38:8; 51:17; Proverbs 15:13). Have you ever asked yourself why music can make you cry, or get you 

angry, or get you excited, or calm you down? It is because all music is spiritual. Since music affects 

the heart, it affects the spirit and therefore it is spiritual. 

“Let our lord now command thy servants, which are before thee, to seek out a man, who is a 

cunning player on an harp: and it shall come to pass, when the evil spirit from God is upon thee, 

that he shall play with his hand, and thou shalt be well.

17 And Saul said unto his servants, Provide me now a man that can play well, and bring him to 

me. 18 Then answered one of the servants, and said, Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the 

Bethlehemite, that is cunning in playing, and a mighty valiant man, and a man of war, and 

prudent in matters, and a comely person, and the LORD is with him.

19 Wherefore Saul sent messengers unto Jesse, and said, Send me David thy son, which is with 

the sheep.

20 And Jesse took an ass laden with bread, and a bottle of wine, and a kid, and sent them by 

David his son unto Saul.

21 And David came to Saul, and stood before him: and he loved him greatly; and he became his 

armourbearer.

22 And Saul sent to Jesse, saying, Let David, I pray thee, stand before me; for he hath found 

favour in my sight.

23 And it came to pass, when the evil spirit from God was upon Saul, that David took an harp, 

and played with his hand: so Saul was refreshed, and was well, and the evil spirit departed from 

him.”--1 Samuel 16:16-23. 

Clearly we have a case in the Bible to show us that music is spiritual. David did not sing any words to 

worship God. He simply played the strings on the harp and the evil spirit in Saul departed from him. It 

calmed him down and he was no longer angry. You will find all over the Bible that the spiritual part of 

music is not confined to the words, but the musical scores which accompany them. The instruments 

that are played drive the spirit of the song, and the words are meant to share the truth behind the 

worship.  “But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father 

in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that 

worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”--John 4:23-24. 
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You can find yourself in a position where you are worshiping God in your words, but you are 

worshiping your idols in your music. Your music gives off a spirit of rebellion while you talk about 

obeying the Lord. You send mixed messages about who and what you are really worshiping. Do you 

still worship idols, or do you worship God? Only when the entire song with the musical scores teaches 

us holiness, not just in word, but also in practice and in deed, only then are we able to truly worship 

God in spirit and in truth. 

Because music is spiritual, it will move you one of two ways. If it moves your flesh, then it is fleshly 

and flesh driven. If it moves your heart, then it is meant to minister to your spirit. There is a difference 

between a song that is sung to worship God, and one that is meant only for show. I think the problem is

that we have become an entertainment driven industry, and because of the love of money, artists 

produce “Christian music” that is meant for entertainment. They think that they are honoring God, but 

really they are just getting rich off of feeding people’s addictions and worldly minds. “For the love of 

money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and 

pierced themselves through with many sorrows.”--1 Timothy 6:10. 

Just because someone says they are a Christian, it does not mean they are a Christian. If it looks like a 

hog and wallows in the mud like a hog, it is probably swine. A whole lot of well-meaning new 

believers have been brainwashed into believing that they can wallow around in the mud and present 

themselves to God as being clean and holy. “Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast 

ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend 

you.”--Matthew 7:6. Holiness does not belong to dogs or swine. Neither does mud on a Christian. 

Why get into the mud after Christ cleansed you? Why worship idols and pretend to worship God? Why

mix the holy worship of God with the profane music of Rock and Rap?

“Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness 

with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?

15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an 

infidel? 16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the 

living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and

they shall be my people. 17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the 

Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 18 And will be a Father unto you, 

and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”--2 Corinthians 6:14-18. 
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RETRAIN YOUR MIND

It is important that you understand what please God and what does not. “I beseech you therefore, 

brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 

unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 

and perfect, will of God.”--Romans 12:1-2. One of the biggest things that got me in trouble as a 

young believer is that I had a very worldly mindset about life. I had very loose standards based on the 

world’s understanding on how I have been trained to think. What I am trying to do is to get you to 

retrain your mind from a worldly mind to one that follows the good and acceptable and perfect will of 

God. 

I am trying to get you to see that you may still be addicted to worldly music, which is why you are so 

attracted to Christian music that conforms to worldly standards of thinking. God’s ways are so much 

higher than our ways. His is the way of holiness, of being separate from worldly standards. God’s will 

for your music is to not conform to the world. Don’t take the worship of God in your words and then 

put them to a worldly guitar chord. Don’t take what was meant to be holy and cast it to the dogs. 

Reinvent the way you think. What ever you would do in the world and in unbelief, do the opposite of 

that, and you will probably find yourself pleasing God. Don’t feed your addictions to Rock or Rap 

music and slap the name of God to them. Don’t blame God or His Spirit for you not repenting of your 

sins. 

TRUE, BIBLICAL REPENTANCE:

“I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which 

are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them 

liars: 3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not 

fainted. 4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. 5 

Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I 

will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou 

repent.”--Revelation 2:2-5. 

There is much confusion today over what it means to repent. To put it simply, the word repent means 

“A Change of Mind”. To be more specific, it is “A change of mind, which leads to a change of heart, 

which leads to a change of action”. Repentance is a COMPLETE ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY 

DEGREE TURN from where you were going. You were going one direction and now you are going 

the opposite direction. Repentance is not a ninety, or a forty five degree turn. It is a one hundred eighty

degree turn around. To repent of Rock and Roll means to come completely out of it. It does not mean 

to incorporate that music in with the worship of God. It means to completely come out from it. 
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“Praise ye the LORD. Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise in the congregation of 

saints.”--Psalms 149:1. 

The Bible never says to sing a new song with the old beats. It says to sing a new song, and if we are to 

have truly repented of our old beats, we will not seek to feed our sinful flesh by incorporating that old 

music into the new song we sing to the Lord. “And no man putteth new wine into old bottles: else 

the new wine doth burst the bottles, and the wine is spilled, and the bottles will be marred: but 

new wine must be put into new bottles.”-- Mark 2:22. Why would we want to put a new song into an

old music bottle? Let us not be hypocritical about our worship. Let us not tell people they need to 

repent of their sins, but that would not apply to their music. No! Let us send a clear message! Repent! 

Repent of that ungodly behavior and ungodly music. Do a complete turn around. Forsake it altogether. 

“They that sit in the gate speak against me; and I was the song of the drunkards.”--Psalms 69:12.

“Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the LORD JEHOVAH is my 

strength and my song; he also is become my salvation.”--Isaiah 12:2.  Don’t take the songs of the 

drunkards and make them into the songs of God. There is a clear directive here that if you are a 

Christian, you ought to be listening to music that lifts up the Lord Jesus Christ. He is supposed to be 

your song. The song of the drunkards only feeds your flesh. The new song of God in your heart is 

meant to minister to your spirit, give you hope, and help others come to know Him. Is Jesus your song,

or are you still feeding your addiction to rock or rap music even after all these years? Find your blush 

once again. Forsake the old ways. Start living as a resurrected creature in Christ. 

HOW TO TELL WHETHER OR NOT YOU ARE LISTENING TO GOD-HONORING MUSIC

Music is written in such a way that it affects the heart and spirit. This is something we have already 

covered, but did you know that your actual heart beat can be affected by the music you listen to? 

Upbeat music will get your heart rate up faster. Happy music will speed up your heart and affect your 

mood in a positive way. Heavy metal music, sad songs, and rap music all have different affects on your

moods. They can make you depressed, angry, hateful, etc. But they all affect your heart rate. Classical 

music and certain sounds will calm your heart rate down so that you can think easier or fall asleep. 

IN READING MUSIC SCORES AND NOTES, there are two basic ways to understand as to 

whether it is good or not. In each hymn or musical number, the scores are written in a timing. There 

are timings of 4/4, 3/4, 2/4, 6/6, etc. This is not an exhaustive study on note timings, but is only meant 

to give you an idea. The musical notes themselves on the staves are quarter notes, eight notes, 

sixteenth notes, etc. When the notes are properly written, they keep within the timing of the beat. This 

timing and beat is easy to follow and learn. “But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then 

peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and 

without hypocrisy.”--James 3:17. 
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Music that follows this pattern found in James 3:17, (peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of 

mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without HYPOCRISY) is Godly music. 

Music that deviates from this and uses a syncopated beat, that is "a disturbance or interruption of the 

regular flow of rhythm": a "placement of rhythmic stresses or accents where they wouldn't normally 

occur". Music that breaks from what is normal is abnormal. A song written with a syncopated beat 

does not honor God in its spirit. It may honor Him in words, but not in deed. 

One of the things we need to remember about rock music is that it uses instruments that are designed 

to DISTORT that which is normal. An electric guitar will take a normal quarter note and distort it 

completely so that it is not recognizable. It is just a bunch of noise. The sound waves go from normal 

to completely abnormal. Distortion of sound does not honor God, and it is precisely that same 

distortion of the sound waves that put out such a frequency that can kill a plant, or fry your brain into 

mush. 

Another thing to remember is that the use of drums in a song is not supposed to drive the song, it is 

supposed to compliment it and be heard only in the background. Drum beats can drown out everything

else. Rock and Roll music places an emphasis on drum beats. This is that SOUND OF WAR we were 

speaking about earlier. Drums are not evil, but only if they are used in taste and in keeping with the 

timing of the song itself. A drummer that syncopates the drum beat to drive the song is one that focuses

solely on what the flesh can accomplish. He does not care if your heart is moved by the musical 

arrangement. He only cares that you think he is a good drummer. He takes your eyes off of God and 

onto himself. He drums to be rebellious and let off steam, not to minister to your spirit or worship 

God. 

Secondly, GOOD MUSIC is written in such a way that it LASTS FOREVER. One of the problems 

with the contemporary Christian movement’s music is that it is highly disposable. It is faddish. It 

sounds good for a short while, but it gets played out. It is a candle that burns bright and hot, but only 

lasts a short while. Such is the case with all Rock and Rap music. It is faddish. It sounds great at first, 

but if you listen to it enough times, it loses its luster. 

When you look at the old hymns of the faith, and even classical music, that kind of music was written 

in such a way as to be TIMELESS. You can listen to them and sing them over and over again, and they

will never grow out of season. They are candles that burn forever. Why? Because they have the oil of 

God’s Spirit to supply the fuel for the fire. Christian rock and rap do not have that oil. They only have 

a wick made by men’s wisdom and hands. But the old time hymns of the faith have the everlasting oil 

of the Spirit. There are so many songs I can think of that came out under the CCM movement, and 

they made millions of dollars, but the people who bought those CD’s don’t listen to them any more. 

The songs got old eventually. TIMELESS songs like the Old Rugged Cross, and Great is thy 

Faithfulness never get old. They have lasted since the day that they were written. 
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CCM MUSIC vs. HYMNS—BORN OUT OF THE FLESH, OR BORN OF ADVERSITY

There is also a MAJOR difference in HOW and WHY these songs were written. Most of the CCM 

songs written today are written by artists who are either out to make money from the CD’s, or out to 

gain popularity because they want to make a name for themselves. Those are not good reasons why 

anyone should be writing Christian songs. “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a 

man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap 

corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.”--Galatians 

6:7-8. Today’s songs are written for fleshly reasons, but the songs in your hymn books were written by 

people who went through trials and tribulations. They were written to worship God through their trials 

and in spite of them. 

“It is Well With my Soul,” one of the most beloved hymns in the Christian faith was penned by 

Horatio Spafford after he lost his four daughters in a tragic boat accident. “Amazing Grace,” another 

one of the great hymns of the faith, was written by a man named John Newton. Newton grew up and 

learned about the Lord as a child, but later strayed far away from God. He became a slave trader and 

strayed very far away from his childhood faith. Finally, a storm threatened his current ship and in that 

moment wondered if God could forgive a sinner like him. His mother’s teachings came to 

remembrance, and He cried out to God for forgiveness and salvation. God worked on his heart and 

there was an evident change in his life. He became a pastor and wrote a hymn of how he was amazed 

that God could save a wretch like him. Fanny Crosby was blind, but she loved the Lord and wrote over

nine thousand of the most beloved hymns in the hymn book. 

There is a GREAT difference between these selfish, arrogant, millennials today who write songs about 

God and the men and women of faith who wrote songs simply because they loved God and had a 

desire to worship Him through their trials.  “I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I 

would thou wert cold or hot. 16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I 

will spue thee out of my mouth. 17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and

have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and 

blind, and naked: 18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; 

and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not 

appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 19 As many as I love, I rebuke 

and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.”--Revelation 3:15-19. 

We have a bunch of lukewarm Christians today trying to compete with people who were on fire for 

God a hundred or two hundred years ago. The kind of Christianity that is now cannot be compared to 

the kind that was back then. Look at the fruits. “Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; 

but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither 

can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn

down, and cast into the fire. 20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.”--Matthew 7:17-20.
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The old hymn writers brought forth good fruit. But what do we see today? We see a bunch of wild 

teenagers reviling and partying and calling it worshiping God. We see a bunch of grown women dying 

their hair purple, pink, and every other color, except for what God gave them. We used to have women 

who honored their husbands, wore modest dresses, and looked like women of God. Now we have a 

bunch of women who wear the pants in the family. They wear torn jeans and flip-flops, and wild, 

rebellious hair styles to church, if they go to church at all. We have Christian men watching porn, 

committing adultery, and running off with their secretaries. We have a completely different crowd of 

people today than there was a hundred and two hundred years ago. 

It used to be that education and hard work was the focus of someone’s life. Today, people are too lazy 

to apply for welfare any more. They are addicted to their phones, their games, their televisions, and 

their music. “And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, they set the 

priests in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to praise 

the LORD, after the ordinance of David king of Israel. 11 And they sang together by course in 

praising and giving thanks unto the LORD; because he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever 

toward Israel. And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised the LORD, 

because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid. 12 But many of the priests and 

Levites and chief of the fathers, who were ancient men, that had seen the first house, when the 

foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and many shouted 

aloud for joy: 13 So that the people could not discern the noise of the shout of joy from the noise 

of the weeping of the people: for the people shouted with a loud shout, and the noise was heard 

afar off.”--Ezra 3:10-13.  The foundation laid today for today’s music is not the same foundation that 

was laid by those of yesteryear. The millennial crowd today cheers for the temple worship they have, 

but the elders know better. The elders today weep for this generation, because they really have no idea 

what it is like to worship God in spirit and in truth the way the people of old did. Worship is not about 

making sounds like the heathen. It is about accepting God’s will in your life and falling down flat on 

your face and saying,”Blessed be the Lord.” The church has a job. It is to convert the world. It is not 

for the world to convert the church. The Church is for saved people who love the Lord, not bored 

sinners who will only stay if you put on a show for them or give them a program. 

Conclusion: We live in an age where Satan has infiltrated every facet of our thinking. Satan is at 

spiritual warfare with us and we need to be prepared to do battle with him. We cannot do battle with 

Satan while we are treading on his turf. He knows his ground very well. We need to fight the battle 

with Satan on God’s turf. His ground is holy ground. His ground is protected ground. We must see 

music for what it is. It is a direct form of worship toward God. Do we give God one hundred percent, 

or do we give Him sloppy seconds? Do we honor God with only half of our worship and honor the 

Devil with the other half? The way we treat God in our worship will be how we treat Him in life. We 

will live defeated lives full of problems that could easily be solved if we just took our worship 

seriously. We need to stop treating worship like a joke or a party and start treating it like it is the sole 

purpose for why we exist. 
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CHAPTER ONE REVIEW PAGE 1:

1. What is the three-fold purpose for music?

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

2. What is the problem with a lot of evangelistic music today?

__________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

3. What are four great standards that God has for music?

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

4. What one attribute of God is supposed to permeate every facet of our lives?

______________________________

5. What is the difference between having a conscience and having God’s Spirit dwelling in you?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

6. The Holy Spirit will only lead you into doing what kind of things? _________________________

7. “What is another word for your first reaction”? __________________________________________

8. Why is your first reaction to sin often the correct reaction? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

9. What is one of the major problems with ungodly music? __________________________________

10. What does CCM attempt to feed? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

11. What did the worship music sound like in Israel’s camp when Moses came down from Horeb?

___________________________________________________________________________
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CHAPTER ONE REVIEW PAGE 2:

12. Music that honors God will tend to bring what? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

13. According to Romans 12:1 and other passages, our music is supposed to be what compared to the 

world? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

14. What are two ways to identify good music?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

15. How do writers of today differ from writers of yesterday?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

16. What is a syncopated beat? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

17. What happened in the history of Israel and the building of their temple that made the elders weep?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

18. All music is what in its very nature? _________________________________________________

19. On who’s turf do we want to be standing on when we go to battle with Satan? ________________

20. Instead of giving God 100%, what do most believers today give to God? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

21. The timing of the beat should be easy to ______________  and _________________

22. What did the priests of Israel mix in with their temple worship and with the holy vessels? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
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CHAPTER TWO: THE BIBLICAL HISTORY OF MUSIC

You may be wondering if God records the history of how we got our music. The answer is yes; He did.

We have a short history of where we got our music and instruments in the Bible.

MUSIC EXISTED BEFORE THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE WORLD WERE LAID:

 “¶Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast 

understanding.

5 Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath stretched the line upon it?

6 Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who laid the corner stone thereof;

7 When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?”--Job 38:4-7

The morning stars are a reference to the angels themselves. It is a reference to the fact that Jesus Christ

is the Bright and Morning Star (Revelation 22:16). The morning stars and the sons of God are one in 

the same. The Lord says the same thing twice in verse seven in order to help us understand the 

definition. When God created the world, the angels rejoiced. They had never seen anything like it 

before. They got to witness God creating everything and they SANG MUSIC in their rejoicing. 

Music and singing were part of the ORIGINAL CREATION and when God finished making 

everything, He was pleased with it. “And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it 

was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.”--Genesis 1:31. Because God

made everything good, any sort of music that existed was also very good, and glorified Him. There 

was a point where God had appointed an angel named Lucifer to be the head of the angelic worship 

choir.

“Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, take up a lamentation 

upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, 

full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.

13 Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the 

sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, 

and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in 

thee in the day that thou wast created.

14 Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy 

mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.

15 Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in 

thee. 16 By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and

thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will 

destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.
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17 Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of 

thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold 

thee.

18 Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy 

traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will 

bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee.

19 All they that know thee among the people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror, 

and never shalt thou be any more.”--Ezekiel 28:12-19. 

It seems that Lucifer also walked with God in Eden, was with Him on earth and on His holy mountain.

It seems that Lucifer had privileges with God that the other morning stars did not have. His heart got 

corrupted by the power and dignity of it all. I want you to see that Lucifer was a musical creature. God 

gave Lucifer an understanding of music and how to please Him through music. When Lucifer sinned 

against God, God cast him down to earth and he took the form of a serpent to tempt Eve. Perhaps Eve 

had already known about Lucifer from all that time he spent with God. Perhaps she was not afraid of 

Lucifer because she had not known of his rebellion. 

“How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the 

ground, which didst weaken the nations!

13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the 

stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:

14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.

15 Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.

16 They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee, saying, Is this the man 

that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms;

17 That made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof; that opened not the 

house of his prisoners?

18 All the kings of the nations, even all of them, lie in glory, every one in his own house.

19 But thou art cast out of thy grave like an abominable branch, and as the raiment of those that

are slain, thrust through with a sword, that go down to the stones of the pit; as a carcase trodden

under feet.

20 Thou shalt not be joined with them in burial, because thou hast destroyed thy land, and slain 

thy people: the seed of evildoers shall never be renowned.”--Isaiah 14:12-20. 

There came a point when Lucifer fell into sin and as a musical creature, he understood the power of 

music. Music is a very powerful tool. As we said before, it affects the spirit, the heart of a person. It 

can change your mood quickly and amplify any feelings you do have. Satan’s desire for music was to 

use it as a weapon against God. First, by distorting the music, he could draw glory away from God and

onto himself. He could cause men to be drawn away from God and into sinful thoughts. Ultimately, he 

could receive worship from it, which is what he wanted in the first place. 
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WHERE DID OUR INSTRUMENTS COME FROM?

There are basically four kinds of instruments you will find. There are:

1. STRINGED INSTRUMENTS 

2. PERCUSSION INSTRUMENTS 

3. WIND INSTRUMENTS 

4. BRASS INSTRUMENTS

Each one of these was invented to give off certain sounds and those sounds were used for many 

different reasons. You can have some instruments that were suitable for going to war, keeping cadence 

(timing) for boats or armies, some to worship God with, some to bring peaceful sounds, etc. Different 

instruments were created for different purposes. In this chapter, we are only discussing the beginning 

of the four major groups of instruments. 

STRINGED AND WIND INSTRUMENTS:

Who invented the stringed instrument family? His name was Jubal, the son of Lamech, the son of 

Methusael, the son of Enoch, the son of Cain, the son of Adam, which was the son of God (Luke 3:36-

38). “And his brother's name was Jubal: he was the father of all such as handle the harp and 

organ.”--Genesis 4:21.The harp is a stringed instrument, and the organ is a wind instrument. The word

“organ” in this verse comes from a Hebrew word which carries the sense of “breathing”. So Jubal 

invented the use of stringed instruments and wind instruments. 

BRASS INSTRUMENTS:

Although this is a separate category, you can generally only do two things with brass instruments, 

blow in them (wind) like in horns or trumpets,  or use them in a percussion form (ie., cymbals). The 

inventor of brass art is Tubalcain, another son of Lamech. “And Zillah, she also bare Tubalcain, an 

instructer of every artificer in brass and iron: and the sister of Tubalcain was Naamah.”--Genesis

4:22. 

PERCUSSION INSTRUMENTS:

There are percussion instruments mentioned in the Bible, but not in too many verses. We do not seem 

to get a Biblical history of who created percussion sounds, but we do know a few things. First, we 

understand that percussion instruments were in use during Temple worship and in worship toward 

God. “The singers went before, the players on instruments followed after; among them were the 

damsels playing with timbrels.”--Psalms 68:25. The timbrels were a form of drum, a percussion 

instrument. The origin of the timbrel is unknown, but the first mention of it is actually pretty 
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interesting. It may have been invented by the Egyptians. “And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of 

Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand; and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with 

dances.”--Exodus 15:20. Timbrels always seem to be associated with dancing and joyous occasions. It

was like a modern-day tambourine. 

Although we understand that many ancient cultures incorporated larger and various kinds of drums 

into their pagan worship, and in going to war, such as in African and Native American Tribes, yet we 

do not have an actual origin of its use. Remember, the Israelites were playing music that sounded like 

the noise of war in the camp. Large drums and percussion instruments are usually associated with this 

kind of noise. Moses, once a Prince of Egypt, would have known a thing or two about that subject. 

“And Moses turned, and went down from the mount, and the two tables of the testimony were in

his hand: the tables were written on both their sides; on the one side and on the other were they 

written. 16 And the tables were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, graven 

upon the tables. 17 And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said unto 

Moses, There is a noise of war in the camp. 18 And he said, It is not the voice of them that shout 

for mastery, neither is it the voice of them that cry for being overcome: but the noise of them that

sing do I hear. 19 And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the 

calf, and the dancing: and Moses' anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and 

brake them beneath the mount.”--Exodus 33:15-19. 

Throughout the ages, Satan has found ways to quickly corrupt good music that honors and pleases God

and use it to honor himself in order to draw men away from the Lord. Satan’s music gets men 

motivated to go to war, to kill, to hurt others. It amplifies their sad emotions, especially when 

combined with drinking alcohol or mind altering drugs. Growing up, I remember stories of music 

artists who did LSD and other highly hallucinogenic drugs. They produced music while they were high

and tripping, showing us that this music was influenced by Satan himself. 

This is the case for most of what we have today in the Rock and Roll culture. Bands like AC/DC, 

Black Sabbath, Sublime, and many others I don’t even want to mention, got their music from Satanic 

worship and getting high on mind altering drugs. Satan always has his imitations. That is why he is so 

involved in corrupting our worship music in church. He knows that if he can get your worship messed 

up, he can also infiltrate other areas of your life and bring glory to himself. “As he that taketh away a

garment in cold weather, and as vinegar upon nitre, so is he that singeth songs to an heavy 

heart.”--Proverbs 25:20. There are songs out there that capitalize on your broken heart. They are 

counting on you to be going through a hard time and their songs are tailored to amplify those negative 

emotions. Throughout history, this has been the case. We find in the Bible that the history of music 

starts out in worship to God. It starts out pleasing to God, but it quickly became perverted by Satan. 

Satan has used music throughout history to infiltrate the lives of people and keep them away from 

God. Rather than make music that pleases the Spirit of God, he makes music that is tailored to the 

flesh and distorts who God really is. It takes worship away from God and puts it onto Satan. 
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CHAPTER TWO REVIEW:

1. What event was the first time we know that music was played?

__________________________________________________________________________________

2. What kind of “angel” was Lucifer? _____________________________

3. What did Lucifer do for God as a service to him before he sinned? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

4. Who has perverted music throughout the ages to draw people away from God? _________________

5. Who invented Stringed and Wind Instruments? ________________________

6. Who invented Brass artistry? ______________________________

7. Who may have possibly invented percussion instruments? ______________________

8. What is a Timbrel normally associated with in Jewish culture? ______________________________

9. What have drums normally been associated with throughout many other cultures? ______________

10. What can music do to someone who has negative emotions? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

11. Music is a powerful __________________

12. Music can either glorify God or it can be tailored to the _____________

13. A lot of Rock bands wrote their music while doing what? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

14. How many basic kind of instruments are there? _________________________

15. God programmed Lucifer with understanding of what kind of instruments in his heart?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

16. When God created the world, what did He say about everything He created? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
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CHAPTER THREE: BIBLICAL INSTRUMENTS OF MUSIC

“And the men did the work faithfully: and the overseers of them were Jahath and Obadiah, the

Levites, of the sons of Merari; and Zechariah and Meshullam, of the sons of the Kohathites, to

set it forward; and other of the Levites, all that could skill of instruments of musick.”--

2 Chronicles 34:12.

Regardless of where you go to church, different churches will have different views on their styles of 

music or worship. There are some places which do not allow musical instruments into their temple 

worship. There are others who are dead set against using certain kinds of instruments, such as drums. 

Other churches will incorporate all kinds of instruments in to their worship. In this chapter, we are 

going to look at many of the instruments that the Jews used in their worship services and see how we 

can apply that to our worship today. 

“Praise ye the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firmament of his power.

2 Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his excellent greatness.

3 Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: praise him with the psaltery and harp.

4 Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed instruments and organs.

5 Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high sounding cymbals.

6 Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise ye the LORD.”--Psalms 150:1-6. 

The Bible actually tells us that we are supposed to use instruments in our worship toward God, if at all 

possible. There is nothing sinful about using stringed instruments, wind instruments, percussion 

instruments, etc. In fact, the Bible says to use LOUD CYMBALS. I think it is wrong for us to view 

any musical instrument as sinful if God told us directly to use them. There is nothing wrong with an 

organ. There is nothing wrong with harps, timbrels, the psaltery, etc. These are encouraged in the 

Bible, not discouraged. “Rejoice in the LORD, O ye righteous: for praise is comely for the 

upright. Praise the LORD with harp: sing unto him with the psaltery and an instrument of ten 

strings.  Sing unto him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise.”--Psalms 33:1-3.

There is no doubt that the Bible encourages the use of various kinds of instruments when worshiping 

God. Playing skillfully and with a loud noise does not mean that you can get up on stage and have a 

Rock concert. That is not at all what it is speaking of. Remember, all music and playing of instruments,

while skillful and loud, must still obey the four great standards of Godly music. 

1. HOLINESS

2. DOCTRINAL TRUTH

3. AFFECTS THE HEART, NOT THE FLESH

4. TENDS TO LIFE, NOT DEATH
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“Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O people, nations, and languages, 5 That 

at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all 

kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath 

set up: 6 And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into the midst 

of a burning fiery furnace. 7 Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the sound of the 

cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of musick, all the people, the nations, and the 

languages, fell down and worshipped the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set 

up.”--Daniel 3:4-7.  Here Satan used these same instruments in a way which lent themselves to 

worshiping idols, to draw people away from the Lord. Do not let the Devil convince you that the goal 

is to play skillfully and with a loud noise. 

The goal is to glorify God while doing it by obeying the four laws of Godly music. If you can make 

your song holy, doctrinally truthful, minister to your spirit, and bring life to your dead soul then feel 

free to be skillful and play it loudly. But if your thought is to pervert normal music into something that 

is abnormal and worldly, and play it loudly and skillfully, then you are wrong in your music theory. 

Your music is not meant to please your flesh, but to please God’s Spirit. 

Certain instruments were built specifically to rebel against God and distort good music. The electric 

guitar is one example. It distorts the normal sounds into wave lengths that are unrecognizable and 

actually harmful to listen to. Certain instruments lend themselves to being used in the wrong way. The 

best way to stay away from this kind of temptation is to simply not utilize it. If you think that you 

cannot use a drum without turning it into some ungodly rock and roll concert, then do not use it. Drum 

sets can lend themselves to being used in an ungodly fashion. 

Other instruments have a hard time lending themselves to ungodly music. The trombone is an example

of one like that, or perhaps a flute, or pan flute. They usually lend themselves to a particular type of 

music or accompaniment. They have a peaceful sound. Can all instruments be used wrongly? Yes. Can

all instruments be used in a right way? Perhaps. However, the important thing is that when you go to 

play an instrument, strive to use it in a way that glorifies God. The Lord encourages you to learn these 

instruments, get good at them, and use your talents to bring His joy to others. 

“Also the Levites which were the singers, all of them of Asaph, of Heman, of Jeduthun, with their

sons and their brethren, being arrayed in white linen, having cymbals and psalteries and harps, 

stood at the east end of the altar, and with them an hundred and twenty priests sounding with 

trumpets:) 13 It came even to pass, as the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one 

sound to be heard in praising and thanking the LORD; and when they lifted up their voice with 

the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of musick, and praised the LORD, saying, For he is 

good; for his mercy endureth for ever: that then the house was filled with a cloud, even the house

of the LORD; 14 So that the priests could not stand to minister by reason of the cloud: for the 

glory of the LORD had filled the house of God.”--2 Chronicles 5:12-14.
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CHAPTER THREE REVIEW:

1. Name five instruments in the Bible that we are encouraged to use in worshiping God:

___________________________                            

___________________________                           

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

2. What are the four Godly standards for playing musical instruments?

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

3. According to Psalms 33:3, how are we supposed to play our instruments?

__________________________________________________________________________________

4. What wicked king used musical instruments to mandate that everyone worship his idol?

__________________________________________________________________________________

5. What are a couple of musical instruments which lend themselves to playing ungodly music?

___________________________

___________________________

6. Name one instrument that lends itself to peaceful sounds::

_________________

7. In 2 Chronicles chapter five, what happened after all the people sang and played their trumpets with 

one voice?

 ________________________________________________________________________

8. If you find yourself being tempted to use an instrument in an ungodly way, what should you do?

_________________________________________________________________________________
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CHAPTER FOUR: COMMUNICATION THROUGH MUSIC

“And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to

yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to

the Lord;”--Ephesians 5:18-19

One thing we need to always remember is how important music is to God. God communicates to us by

Scripture in the form of song and poetry. Entire books of the Bible are songs. The book of Psalms are 

Hebrew songs. The Song of Songs, which is Solomon’s is another book of poetry. It is a love song. We

see entire chapters in the Bible devoted to songs like in Exodus chapter fifteen (The song of Moses), 

and Hannah’s prayer in First Samuel chapter two and verses one through ten. All throughout the Bible 

you will find major portions of it devoted to song, encouraging us to sing and play music for the 

worship of our God. God communicates to us through song and music.

He wants us to also communicate to Him in the same way. One of the things I did for my wife on her 

birthday was to write a song just for her. It was a song that was all about her and of how much I love 

her. There is nothing that can touch the heart of God more than to sing praises to Him, and to write 

love songs and poetry about Him. Isn’t that exactly what David did? He wrote poetry and put it to 

music. He played his harp skillfully in his worship. Singing praises to God glorifies Him and touches 

His heart.  When you put Scripture to song, it helps you to memorize it easier. Look at what the Bible 

says in Psalms 119:11-16. 

“¶Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.

12 ¶Blessed art thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes.

13 ¶With my lips have I declared all the judgments of thy mouth.

14 I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, as much as in all riches.

15 I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy ways.

16 I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not forget thy word.”

What better way to delight in the Lord’s statutes than to sing them to yourself? What better way to hide

God’s Word inside your heart than to turn them into a song? That is the power of music in the Bible. It 

gives us a way to lighten the load of Scripture memory. Have you ever gotten a song stuck in your 

head? I have. It is amazing how easy it is to have a Scripture song stuck in your head. It is a good 

thing. It allows you to meditate on His Word day and night with very little effort. That is the power of 

music in the Bible. 

Another thing to remember is that the entire King James Bible is written in a poetic form that makes it 

easier to remember. Compare the King James Bible to any other Bible. Put it next to the NIV, or ESB, 

or HIV and see if those false Bibles can compare to the poetic nature of the King James Bible. The 
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advertisers for the new age versions want you to believe that their bibles are easier to read. They are 

not. Actually, in many cases the words are harder and have more syllables. The King James Bible is 

unique, in that, as you read it, the words seem to feel as though you are reading a great poet’s writing. 

That’s because you are. When you go to eat food, it is better to have a diet of food that sticks to your 

ribs. The food you get from the new age versions is watered down soup. It might taste fine, but you are

not getting all the nutrition you need. The King James Bible has that milk, but it also has meat and 

potatoes.  

There are five books of poetry in the Bible:

1. The Book of Job (Christ’s Hand in our Lives, Epic Poetry)

2. The Song of Songs, which is Solomon’s (Christ’s Love toward us)

3. The Book of Psalms (Worshiping Christ, Musical)

4. The Book of Proverbs (Living a Life in Christ, Wisdom)

5. The Book of Ecclesiastes (Living Life without Christ)

If God wrote five very long books completely devoted to poetry and song, then it must be very 

important to Him. If music is so important to God, then it ought to be as important to us. We ought to 

seek to please him in our music and communicate our love to Him in songs that He would love to hear.

The more you listen to good, godly music, the more you develop a taste for it, and the easier it will be 

to start singing praises to the Lord from your heart. 

Lastly, remember that music is a universal language, just like math. I can go to a church and hear the 

Old Rugged Cross played on a violin and know the words in English, while the guy sitting next to me, 

who only knows Russian, can sing it in his mind and in his own language. Music is a universal 

language. It is understood by all. The same notes on a music score can be read in any language and 

played by any musician. “Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 

changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, 

and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”--1 Corinthians 15:51-52. 

When the Lord calls His people home, He is going to signify it by the blast of a trumpet. Only those 

who know the Lord as their Saviour and have God’s Spirit residing in their hearts will be able to hear 

it. “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel,

and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:”--1 Thessalonians 4:16. 

“After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard 

was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee 

things which must be hereafter.”--Revelation 4:1. Music and instruments are so important to Christ 

that He chose to use an instrument to signify His secret return—the rapture. Do you hear the voice of 

God right now? It should be as a trumpet sounding in your heart. It is the voice of God’s Spirit calling 

you unto holiness and sobriety. He wants your heart to be in tune with His. 
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CHAPTER FOUR REVIEW: 

1. What are we commanded to do in Ephesians 5:18-19?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2. What are two good reasons why we should worship and put Scripture to song?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3. In what way was the King James Bible written? ________________________________________

4. What are the books of the Bible that are completely devoted to poetry and song?

_________________________________ _______________________________

_________________________________ _______________________________

_________________________________

5. What does the book of Job show us? ______________________________________________

6. What does the book of Psalms show us? ____________________________________________

7. What does the book of Ecclesiastes show us? ________________________________________

8. When the rapture takes place, what musical instrument will Christ use or sound like?

__________________________________

9. What kind of language is music and math? __________________________________________

10. What happens to you the more you listen to good, godly music?

 __________________________________________________________________________________
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CHAPTER FIVE: EVANGELISM BY MUSIC

There is no doubt today that we see many churches who have a desire to evangelize the lost. Many of 

them try to use music as the primary source of doing so. The problem is that most of these churches go

about it the wrong way. They have a great intention on reaching the lost, but they do so at the expense 

of God’s four great laws. Their music is far from being holy and sounds so much like the world’s 

music that it would be hard to tell the difference if there was any.  So the question is, do we have 

examples in the Bible where people used music to help them win people to the Lord. The answer is 

yes. There are actually a lot of places we can look to. Let us first look at Paul’s example.

THE EXAMPLE OF THE APOSTLE PAUL AND SILAS

I think that if there ever was an evangelist in the Bible to look to besides Jesus, it would have to be the 

Apostle Paul. Paul went all over the known world and braved many dangers just to preach the gospel 

so that others would have a chance to be saved. There was a time in his ministry where he was thrown 

in jail, and because he and his friend Silas sang out loud the praises of God, someone got saved. 

“And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailor

to keep them safely:

24 Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and made their feet 

fast in the stocks.

25 ¶And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard 

them. 26 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were 

shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed.

27 And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, he 

drew out his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled.

28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here.

29 Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and 

Silas, 30 And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?

31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.

32 And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house.

33 And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he 

and all his, straightway. 34 And when he had brought them into his house, he set meat before 

them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house.”--Acts 16:23-34.  

Paul and Silas had a raw deal. Here they were serving the Lord, winning souls, but they met an awful 

lot of opposition.  They were beaten with many stripes and cast into prison. Did that get Paul and Silas 

upset? Not in the least bit. They kept a good attitude about it. They remembered the teachings of Jesus 

when He said, “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all 
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manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your 

reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.”--Matthew 5:11-

12. So rather than complaining about their horrible treatment and circumstances, they chose to be 

thankful that they were able to suffer persecution for the sake of Jesus Christ. They chose to sing 

praises to God at midnight during their darkest time. “The bands of the wicked have robbed me: but

I have not forgotten thy law. ¶At midnight I will rise to give thanks unto thee because of thy 

righteous judgments.”--Psalms 119:61-62.

It was at midnight when the children of Israel had their first Passover, and were saved by the blood of 

the lamb (Exodus 11:4-5).  It was at midnight when the children of Israel were freed from their 

bondage. Isn’t it amazing how that God freed these two faithful servants of Christ from their prison at 

midnight? Isn’t amazing how that the blood of the Lamb saved lost sinners who trusted in Him? I think

so, and it was all made possible because Paul and Silas sang praises to God and others heard it. 

There is nothing wrong with singing praises to God in public and using it as a way to attract people to 

hearing of the grace of Jesus Christ. However, Paul and Silas did not have to hold a Rock concert to do

it. They sang traditional Jewish hymns and praises that lifted up the name of Christ. They did it in 

good taste. The one thing I remember when I went to church for the first time was that the 

congregation sang hymns. Even though I did not understand what they were singing about, they left a 

feeling of peace in my heart. Evangelizing the lost by singing praises to God requires that you do 

so in taste and respect. It requires that you have reverence for the Lord and a true desire to see that 

person get saved. 

Each year we go and sing carols to people at their homes during Christmas. It brings the gospel of 

Jesus Christ to them in song. If you want to go street preaching, I would suggest that you bring 

someone with you who has musical talent. They can play the guitar and sing on the street to attract 

people with gospel music. You can tastefully preach the gospel after the song is done. You can use that 

to pass out tracts and invite people to your local church. Using music to attract people to Christ is a 

good thing to do, and I would highly suggest it. 

 THE EXAMPLE OF THE EARLY CHURCH IN JERUSALEM:

“And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to 

house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, Praising God, and having favour 

with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.”--Acts 2:46-

47. 

There is no doubt that when lost sinners saw the unity of the believers in the church, and how they 

worshiped Christ in their singing, that it set the mood and spirit for them to accept Christ. It is like 

plowing the ground, making soft the soil so that it is ready to receive the seed. One of the great 

29                



advantages about being in a church building is that you can control the environment much better. You 

can set the mood with the songs. You can get the congregation excited about praising the Lord. When 

people come into a church service and get under the sound of gospel music and singing, it touches 

their heart. It affects them in such a way that their heart is more tender and able to receive the gospel 

message.

Again, they did not have a Rock concert. The church had a worship service and their love for Christ 

was reflected in their lives. People were saved the good old fashioned way, and look at the good fruit it

produced. The church grew in record numbers, and God was glorified in it. All this happened because 

of the right kind of praise service. 

THE EXAMPLE OF KING DAVID:

“Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. 13 Then will I 

teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee. 14 ¶Deliver me from 

bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy 

righteousness. 15 O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 16 For 

thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering. 17 The 

sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not 

despise.”--Psalms 51:12-17. King David fell into great sin. He coveted his neighbor’s wife,  raped her,

killed her husband, and lied about it for a long time. After finally dealing with his sin and accepting his

judgment from God, David later wrote this Psalm expressing his sincere desire to win others to Christ. 

He needed his heart cleansed, but he also knew that if he truly were to have the joy of the Lord and see

people saved, he would have to get to that point where he could sing praises to God again. 

Sin will keep you from singing unto God, but when your fellowship and joy is restored and you start 

singing again, you will be at that point to where you go soul-winning again. How can you tell others 

how to be delivered when you yourself are not delivered? But the Lord promises us restoration and joy

again. We can get our song back the same way David got his, by a sincere, heart-felt repentance and 

confession of sin.

 “And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. 5 ¶This then is the message 

which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness 

at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the 

truth: 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and 

the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 8 ¶If we say that we have no sin, we 

deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 

forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned,

we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.”--1 John 1:4-10.
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CHAPTER FIVE REVIEW:

1. What are three examples in the Bible where believers used music to attract lost sinners to Christ?

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

2. What time did Paul and Silas sing praises to God while in jail?

_______________________________

3. What happened in Egypt at midnight? ___________________________________________

4. If you want to evangelize the lost and use music, it should be done in good ________________

5. What is a good thing to do when you go street preaching?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

6. What did David need to do before he could go soul-winning?

__________________________________________________________________________________

7. Why is being in a church building a good way to win lost people to Christ?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

8. What will keep you from singing to God and going soul-winning? ___________________

9. What caused God to cause an earthquake and shake the prison up?_________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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CHAPTER SIX: CULTURE WARS!

The music we listen to is heavily influenced by our cultural understanding. There is no denying the 

influence of culture in music. What is culture? Culture is a conglomeration of different things. There 

are different kinds of cultures. There are NATIONAL CULTURES  (ie., American culture, Arabian 

culture, Indian culture, Chinese culture, Japanese culture, European culture). Then there are 

RELIGIOUS CULTURES (ie, Catholic culture, Muslim culture, Eastern culture based on Buddhism or

Taoism). There are REGIONAL CULTURES and LOCAL CULTURES (ie, Southern or Northern 

American culture, Southern Ireland vs. Northern Ireland or Scotland). Then there are FAMILY 

CULTURES. The military has it’s own culture, as well do prisons, corporate businesses, and other 

institutions. Each different kind of culture has its own set of traditions, way of speaking, accents, 

dialects, jargon, social interactions, etc. Some of these traditions can be very binding. Every culture is 

cultivated by what they learn in school, world view, religious traditions, family traditions, holidays, 

and seasonal things such as harvest time or fishing season. 

I think that if I can define a man’s culture (specifically for music) in a few words, I would have to 

define it as, “One’s own personal preferences or styles based on how they grew up and their 

environment.” Culture is highly subjective and regional. Missionaries are taught not to go in and 

attempt to “Americanize” the natives they are trying to reach. They are not to try to change their 

culture or downplay it, except for one area—sin. If a culture is doing something sinful, then that 

culture needs to change. 

For example, a culture where the native women are topless and the men are naked is a sinful culture 

and the people need to be taught God’s view on nakedness. A culture that has traditions involving 

alcohol or parties is sinful and needs to be changed. A culture that worships other gods and celebrates 

idolatry needs to change according to the Word of God (1 Corinthians 6: 9-11).

When it comes to music culture, the waters can get a little muddy. Music in African culture will 

involve drums and an African style of singing. Their singing is rooted in their language and dialects. 

The music is meant to sound good to their ears based on their own tongue. It is also rooted in some 

tribal traditions and availability of musical instruments. Poor people living in the African bush do not 

have the kind of refined musical instruments and learning that someone would have in South Africa or 

in Europe. For them, drums are usually inexpensive to make and readily available. 

The musical styles of Scotland and Ireland are rooted in Celtic Catholicism, and in the use of 

Bagpipes. Bagpipes were originally made to go to war with the enemy. They are extremely loud. 

Bagpipes have been incorporated into many of the songs that they play as a unique tradition. The 

people learn to play from their families and have an entire musical culture that uses bagpipes. 
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The Jewish people have their own culture. There are sub-cultures within the Jewish community based 

on their own belief systems. You have Hassidic Jews, Traditional Jews, Non believing Jews, etc. Their 

cultures are driven by their families, beliefs, and society. The Old Jewish music, as we see their culture

in the Bible, incorporated traditional style dancing and sounds which are rooted in their own Hebrew 

language and beliefs. “Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed 

instruments and organs.”--Psalms 150:4. 

What I am trying to point out is that culturally sounding music that lifts up the Lord Jesus is not sinful.

Just because someone plays Amazing Grace on the Bagpipes does not make that person wrong with 

God. Just because an African Choir sings praises to Jesus in their language and style does not make it 

sinful. Just because a Jewish believer in Christ might do some things you might feel are a little odd 

does not mean they are automatically wrong. We learned in previous chapters what makes music 

sinful. Music that does not follow the four great standards of righteousness is sinful. 

There is a culture that God DOES NOT want us to learn. It is called THE WAY OF THE HEATHEN. 

“Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of 

heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them.”--Jeremiah 10:2. The way of the heathen speaks to 

their CULTURES AND PRACTICES. God’s culture was never meant to incorporate heathenistic 

culture. His people were always called to be a holy and separated people. Some cultures need to be 

changed. For example, here in America, we live in a culture full of UNBELIEVERS and HEATHEN. 

We live in a culture of Rock and Roll, Rap music, and everything else ungodly. 

A culture like that is rooted in sinful living, drugs, alcohol, sexual depravity, etc. That is a culture 

which needs to be completely changed and repented of, not incorporated into God’s worship music. 

What about Southern Gospel music, or Country music? I am not going to be the god of music. I am 

simply going to teach these basic principals and let you decide on two things:

1. Is the culture rooted in sinful living and worth keeping?

2. Does the music follow God’s four great standards of righteousness?

The purpose of this course is not to tell you what to listen to, but rather to help you understand what 

pleases God and let your conscience and the Holy Spirit guide you into what you feel honors God or 

not. Hopefully, by the time you finish this entire course, you will have a greater understanding of how 

to decide what you should listen to and play. Remember, your ears are God’s ears. What you hear, He 

hears. If you hear something in a different language, He understands it, even if you do not. That is why

we need to praise God with understanding. “Sing praises to God, sing praises: sing praises unto our

King, sing praises. For God is the King of all the earth: sing ye praises with understanding. God 

reigneth over the heathen: God sitteth upon the throne of his holiness.”--Psalms 47:6-8. 
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CHAPTER SIX REVIEW:

1. List Five things that a culture can be driven by:

______________________        __________________________       _______________________

______________________      __________________________

2. How can we define a man’s musical culture in a few words?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3. While Missionaries are not to try to Americanize a different culture, what one area of culture are 

they allowed to try to influence and change?   __________________

4. Rock and Roll, and Rap culture is rooted in what?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

5. God does not want His people to learn what?

“__________      ___________     ________      _____________      ________________________.”

6. What two questions can you ask yourself if you wish to decide on what music to listen to?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

7. The way of the heathen speaks of what two things?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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CHAPTER SEVEN: MAKING A DECISION

“Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Repent, and turn yourselves

from your idols; and turn away your faces from all your abominations.”--Ezekiel 14:6.

You are at a point where you are faced with making a decision on the kind of music you will listen to. 

You should understand by now that Rock and Roll, Rap music, and all thier variants are rebellious and 

sinful. They do not honor God in the least bit. We cannot take Satan’s music and mix it in with the holy

worship of God. The idols that you may have had up until this point need to be smashed. You need to 

turn away from them and face the light of God’s truth. You need to repent of listening to Satan’s music.

Repentance is a complete one hundred eighty degree turn around. It is an about face. It is coming 

completely out and never returning to it again. 

“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.

2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 

disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,

3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those 

that are good,

4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;

5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, 

led away with divers lusts,

7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”--2 Timothy 3:1-7.

Don’t be like a last days “Christian”. Don’t be a lover of pleasure more than a lover of God. Don’t 

have a form of godliness and deny God’s power in your life. That whole CCM culture is completely 

powerless with God. They are hooked on psychotropic drugs, live in fear, get depressed, and have all 

kinds of problems in their marriages and family. Why? Because they have not come far enough out of 

Satan’s belief system to experience the presence of God. Satan has people believing that the Pastor 

cannot help you, but the psychologist can. Satan has you believing that you still need his music to be 

happy in life. 

Satan will have you to believe that God cannot accomplish His work of saving lost sinners without his 

influence. The problem is that so many people have seen this hypocrisy and are completely turned off 

by it. They no longer want anything to do with church or God. They are just as happy watching 

football on their TV and say that they are worshiping God at home. Worship has become this arbitrary, 

mystical thing where anything goes. In truth, anything does not go. God is not satisfied with just any 

kind of worship. He wants us to worship Him in spirit and in truth. 
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“Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews.

23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit

and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 24 God is a Spirit: and they that 

worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”--John 4:22-24. The backdrop of John 4:22-

24 is a woman who was shacked up with a man. She was married five times and living with a man 

who was not her husband. She would go to her temple and “worship” God on Saturday and the rest of 

the week live in sin. Jesus said she had no idea what she was worshiping. The same holds true for 

those who are involved in the CCM movement. They have no idea what they are worshiping. They are 

not worshiping God in heaven. They worship an idol of Rock and Roll. They worship music itself, not 

the God of the music. 

You can’t have it both ways with God. It is either God or your addiction to music. The Lord can free 

you from this addiction, but you must first acknowledge that it is wrong to do. You must agree with 

God that worshiping Him while playing Rock and Roll music or Rap music is wrong. You must agree 

with Him that you love the world’s music more than you love Him. You must agree with Him that you 

have been trying to worship Him YOUR way and not HIS way. “And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of 

Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered 

strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not.”--Leviticus 10:1. 

“And Nadab and Abihu died before the LORD, when they offered strange fire before the LORD,

in the wilderness of Sinai, and they had no children: and Eleazar and Ithamar ministered in the 

priest's office in the sight of Aaron their father.”--Numbers 3:4. 

Nadab and Abihu tried to worship God THEIR WAY, and God slew them for it. CCM is nothing more 

than a bunch of Christians who want to offer to God their own strange fire. It is a strange fire to Him. 

It is not of the holy mixture of ingredients, which the Lord commanded the priests to mix. The fire that

comes out of Contemporary Christian music is a strange fire indeed. I remember candidating for a 

church one time. The people at the church hired a pianist to help them with their hymns. We were 

singing hymns and the spirit was great. The people were being moved by God’s Spirit just from the 

hymns. Then, the guy decided to do a special for the offering. He did a Contemporary song. It changed

the entire spirit and atmosphere of the service. I thought it felt satanic. We sang hymns after that, even 

though I had not planned to, just to try and get the spirit back.

That is the strange fire I am talking about. Contemporary music lets off a strange spirit in the church 

auditorium. When you play a hymn next to a contemporary song, you will see there is a stark 

difference between the spirits. It is something you can feel. I made a decision a long time ago that I 

was going to give up listening to Rock and Roll and Rap music. I decided not to listen to CCM lest I 

should be tempted to listen to my old music later on and go backwards, not forwards. What will your 

decision be? Will you agree with God’s Word or will you continue living a powerless and defeated life 

with your music gods? The choice is yours. What will it be? 
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CHAPTER SEVEN REVIEW: 

1. What does it mean to repent?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2. What are some of the emotional defeats we often see in the lives of people who adopt the CCM 

culture?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3. What sins were being committed everyday by the Samaritan woman while trying to worship God?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

4. When it comes to winning the lost, what would Satan have us to believe?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

5. What two people in the Bible tried to worship God their way? ______________  &______________

6. What did they offer to God?  ______________     ________________

7. Why have many lost sinners been turned off to going to church?

__________________________________________________________________________________
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Other symbols you will see in your hymnbook are rests. A rest means that you need to stop playing for 

a certain amount of time. It could be four beats, or two beats, etc. Notice: 

Example of note and rest placement:
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Here is a music staff. We will assume it to be the top (Treble Clef) score.  Practice writing:

1.  A Treble Clef

2. A whole Note on the E

3. A Half Note on the G

4. A Quarter Note on the B

5. An Eighth Note on the D

6. A Sixteenth note on the F

7. A whole Rest on the F

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Here is another score which we will use to practice the Bass Clef. The Bass clef is a little different. 

The note placement for this clef is provided in the figure. Please practice writing the following in the 

Bass Clef:

1. Bass Clef

2. Whole Note on the F

3. Half Note on D

4. Quarter note on B

5. Eighth note on G

6. Sixteenth note on E

7. Whole rest on E

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Great work! You are doing well. If you have questions, please ask the teacher. In the next chapter, we 

will look at some more symbols and get just a little more advanced. All of these symbols will be in 

your hymn book as you read it and sing from it. 
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CHAPTER EIGHT REVIEW:

1. Write down five of the common timing signatures:

  1_________       2___________      3__________    4 ___________    5 ___________

2. What is an Accompaniment?  ________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is Common Time? ____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

4. What is Cut Time? _________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

5. Write down the following notes on this TREBLE CLEF music staff:

1.  A Treble Clef

2. A whole Note on the E

3. A Half Note on the G

4. A Quarter Note on the B

5. An Eighth Note on the D

6. A Sixteenth note on the F

7. An Eighth Rest on the F

6. Write down the same notes on a BASS CLEF music staff:

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

7. How many beats does a whole note have?   ______________

8. How many beats does a half note have? ________________

9. How many beats does a quarter note have? _____________
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UP BOW / DOWN BOW: An up-bow is a type of stroke used when bowing a musical instrument, 

most often a string instrument. The player draws the bow upward or to the left across the instrument, 

moving the point of contact from the bow's tip toward the frog (the end of the bow held by the player). 

A down bow is a stroke in playing a bowed instrument (such as a violin) in which the bow is drawn 

across the strings from the frog to the tip.6

SHARPS / FLATS / NATURALS: ♭ A sharp (♯) raises a note by a semitone; a flat ( ) lowers it by a 

♮ ♭♭semitone; a natural ( ) restores it to the original pitch. Double sharps (×) and double flats ( ) 

indicate that the note is raised or lowered by two semitones.7

Lastly, let us see some entirely different symbols. These are called DYNAMIC MARKINGS:

Name Letters Level

fortississimo fff very very loud

fortissimo ff very loud

forte f loud

mezzo-forte mf
average

mezzo-piano mp

piano p quiet

pianissimo pp very quiet

pianississimo ppp very very quiet

  

Three Italian words are used to show gradual changes in volume:

    • crescendo (abbreviated cresc.) translates as "increasing" (literally "growing")

    • decrescendo (abbreviated to decresc.) translates as "decreasing".

    • diminuendo (abbreviated dim.) translates as "diminishing". 8 and 9

Signs sometimes referred to as "hairpins"[7] are also used to stand for these words (See image). If the 

angle lines open up (), then the indication is to get louder; if they close gradually (), the indication is to

get softer. The following notation indicates music starting moderately strong, then becoming gradually 

stronger and then gradually quieter: 10

                       Decrescendo Symbol

                                                 

                                                 Crescendo Symbol
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CHAPTER NINE REVIEW:

1. What is a Fermata Symbol used for?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is a Coda Symbol used for?_____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3. What do flats, sharps and naturals represent? ____________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

4. What are two dynamic markings?

______________________________________

______________________________________

5. What does a SEGNO symbol mean to a musician? _______________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

6. How does a violinist know to draw his bow upward or downward? __________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

7. Draw the following symbols on or above the staff: 1. Sharp symbol, 2. Flat Symbol, 3. Fermata 

Symbol

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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FINAL TEST:

1. What are the three purposes for music in Biblical music theory?

________________________________________________________      

________________________________________________________         

_________________________________________________________

2. What are the four great laws or standards by which to gauge music?

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

3. What kind of things will the Holy Spirit lead you into doing? ______________________________

4. What is your first reaction to sin also called? _________________________

5. Your first reaction to sin is usually the _______________________ reaction.

6. What is one major problem with listening to worldly music?  ______________________________

7. When Moses came down from the mountain, Joshua thought he heard the sound of what? 

____________________

8. All music is _____________________________ in nature.

9. What kind of culture is Rock and Rap music rooted in?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

10. What must we do according to Romans 12:2 if we are to break our addiction to worldly music?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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11. Describe Biblical Repentance:

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

12. What is the difference between the old hymn writers of yesterday and the contemporary artists of 

today?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

13. How can you tell that you are listening to music that honors God or not?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

14. Who sang music when God laid the foundations of the world?  ____________________________

15. What are the four basic kinds of instruments? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

16. What is a Syncopated Beat? ________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

17. Name four instruments that the Bible tells us to use when worshiping God:

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________
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18. How many books of poetry are there in the Bible? ___________

19. What are the books of Poetry?  ______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

20. God commands us to speak to each other in what ways? __________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

21. The King James Bible is written in what kind of form? ___________________________________

22. What three examples do we have that show us we can use music to attract others to Jesus Christ?

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

23. What is a good setting to use music to attract lost sinners to Christ? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

24. What are three kinds of cultures that might influence music?

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

25. Although missionaries are told not to try to “Americanize” native tribes, what is the one caveat to 

that in having a desire to influence and change the culture? __________________

26. What are two questions that you can ask yourself if you are thinking about influencing another 

culture?

________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
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27. What did Nahab and Abihu try to do in their worship toward God?

__________________________________________________________________________________

28. What is a Coda used for? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

29. What does it mean when we see a whole note on a staff? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

30. What dies it mean when we see a half note on a staff? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

31. Which clef would a soprano mist likely use? ______________________________________

32. Which clef would someone likely use if they have a deep, manly voice? ____________________

33. What is common time?  

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

34. What is cut time? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

35. What does the dynamic FORTE mean? _______________________________________________

36. What does the dynamic PIANO mean? _______________________________________________

37. What symbol tells us to hold out a note longer? ________________________________________

38. What symbol tells us to gradually get louder? _________________________________________

39. What symbol tells us to gradually get softer? __________________________________________

40. What is a repeat symbol for? _______________________________________________________
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